PROVA INGLESE N. 1

Scientists in Hungary conducted a study to find out if dogs have self-awareness and a sense of body
awareness. A researcher explained: "Self-awareness is a rather poorly investigated area of dog cognition."
He added: "Body awareness is a mental capacity to organize someone's action by taking in consideration

their own body exists." He put dogs in situations that would make them aware of their body position.
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The scientists conducted tests on 54 dogs. A toy was attached to a mat and each dog had to give the toy to
its owner. The dog would not be able to take the toy to its owner unless it got off the mat. Many of the dogs
worked this out. The researchers said this showed a sense of body awareness. They wrote that body
awareness is, "the ability to hold information about one's own body in mind, as an explicit object, in relation

to other objects in the world".
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Governments may create "vaccine passports" to open up society. The passport will show the holder has had
the COVID-19 vaccine. It could be put on a smartphone or in the microchip of identity cards. Businesses
such as restaurants and theatres might ask people to show their passport. We may need one to watch
sporting events. Supporters of the passports say they would let people travel overseas more easily. The
World Health Organization is looking at a possible international passport. This would require countries to

agree on what kind is necessary.
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Opponents of vaccine passports say they are unfair and will create inequality. Many people do not want the
vaccine. Some say it goes against their religion. Other people say it has not been tested and is unsafe.
Some people worry about the security of their health data. Israel's health minister said those who do not get
the jab will be "left behind" in life. In addition, the vaccine is not available to everyone in the world. A human

rights professor said: "For many low-income countries, most people won't be vaccinated for many years."
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Japan has a "minister of loneliness" for the first time. Japan's Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga created the role
in early February. Mr Suga wanted to do something about the rise in suicide cases. More people are taking
their own lives in the pandemic. Japan's police agency said 20,919 people died by suicide in 2020. This is
750 more than the year before. It is also the first two-year rise in suicides in 11 years. The minister told
reporters: "I hope to promote activities that prevent loneliness and social isolation and to improve the ties

between people."
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The police agency said there was a bigger rise in suicides among women. Prime Minister Suga said women
have been struggling with loneliness since the coronavirus pandemic started. He told reporters: "Women are
suffering from isolation more than men are, and the number of suicides is...rising." There has been a 70 per
cent increase in the number of women taking their own lives. A 23-year-old designer said she has suffered
from loneliness. She said: "Not seeing people smile behind their mask makes me sad and lonely." She

added: "I want to see happy faces."
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A study shows that humans have damaged 86 per cent of the world's rivers. The study is from a university in
France. Researchers examined data on over 2,500 of the world's rivers. They did not look at rivers in the
Arctic and Antarctica or in deserts. The scientists looked at changes to biodiversity over the past 200 years.
Biodiversity in over half of rivers has been seriously damaged by humans. There are many reasons for this
damage. A big reason is the new species of fish are in rivers. Other reasons include pollution, dams,

overfishing, farming and climate change.
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The worst-hit rivers are in western Europe and North America. These regions have big, rich towns and cities.
The lead researcher said: "Rivers which have the most economic development around them, like the
Mississippi River, are the most strongly impacted.” London's River Thames is one of the worst-affected in the
study. The least-impacted rivers are in Africa and Australia. The researcher said this is because of less
industrialisation in Africa and low populations around rivers in Australia. He said rivers in rich nations are

completely different to how they were 200 years ago.



